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Abstract

Nature has often been represented in literature as both a nurturing mother and a powerful force capable
of sustaining human life. In Rudyard Kipling's The Jungle Book (1894), nature is not portrayed as an
enemy of humanity but as a protective and life-giving force that guides, educates, and saves human
beings. Through the character of Mowgli, a human child raised by wolves, Kipling demonstrates the
intimate relationship between humans and the natural world. This paper examines The Jungle Book
through the lens of environmentalism and ecocriticism, arguing that nature functions as a saviour by
providing shelter, moral education, physical protection, and ecological wisdom. The novel challenges
anthropocentric assumptions by presenting the jungle as a harmonious ecosystem in which humans can
survive only when they respect natural laws. The study concludes that Kipling's work offers an early
environmental message emphasizing coexistence, interdependence, and ecological responsibility.
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The relationship between human beings and nature has been a central concern of environmental
literature. Environmentalism seeks to understand how humans interact with the natural world and
emphasizes the importance of preserving ecological balance. Literary scholars have increasingly used
ecocriticism to examine representations of nature in literary texts. According to Cheryll Glotfelty,
ecocriticism is "the study of the relationship between literature and the physical environment™ (xviii).
Through this perspective, literature becomes a medium for understanding humanity's dependence on
nature. Rudyard Kipling's The Jungle Book occupies a significant place in environmental literature
because it portrays nature not merely as a setting but as an active force that shapes human identity and
survival. Published in 1894, the novel narrates the story of Mowgli, a human child abandoned in the
Indian jungle and raised by wolves. Unlike many narratives that depict nature as hostile and dangerous,
Kipling presents the jungle as a nurturing environment that protects and educates Mowgli. The animals
become his family, teachers, and guardians, demonstrating that nature possesses the capacity to save

humanity when humans live in harmony with it. This paper explores how nature functions as a saviour
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in The Jungle Book. Through an ecocritical analysis, it argues that nature protects human life, provides
moral guidance, and teaches ecological wisdom essential for survival.

Environmentalism is based on the belief that human well-being depends on the health and sustainability
of natural ecosystems. It challenges the anthropocentric worldview that places humans above nature
and instead promotes ecological interconnectedness. Ecocriticism emerged as a literary movement in
the late twentieth century. Lawrence Buell argues that environmental texts recognize that "human
history is implicated in natural history" (7). Similarly, Greg Garrard notes that ecocriticism examines
how literature reflects environmental concerns and the interconnectedness of all living beings. The
central concepts of environmentalism relevant to The Jungle Book include: Interdependence between
humans and nature, respect for ecological balance, nature as a source of knowledge and survival.
Through these principles, Kipling's novel reveals the importance of coexistence between humans and
the natural world.

The most obvious example of nature saving humanity appears at the beginning of the novel. Mowgli,
an abandoned human infant, would certainly perish without the intervention of the jungle animals.
Instead of treating him as an outsider, the wolf family adopts him and raises him as one of their own.
Mother Wolf's decision to protect Mowgli symbolizes nature's nurturing role. She defies the tiger Shere
Khan and refuses to surrender the child. Her maternal instinct demonstrates that compassion exists
beyond human society. The wolves provide shelter, food, and security, ensuring Mowgli's survival.
From an environmental perspective, this episode challenges the belief that civilization alone guarantees
human survival. Human society abandons Mowgli, while nature rescues him. Kipling suggests that
humanity's existence is deeply dependent upon the natural world. The wolf family's care reflects the
ecological principle of interconnectedness. Mowgli survives because he becomes part of the jungle
community rather than attempting to dominate it. Nature thus acts as a life-preserving force that protects
vulnerable human beings.

Nature not only saves Mowgli physically but also educates him morally and intellectually. His teachers
are not human beings but animals who embody different aspects of ecological wisdom. Baloo the bear
teaches Mowgli the Law of the Jungle, which emphasizes respect, discipline, and coexistence. Through
Baloo's lessons, Mowgli learns that survival depends on understanding and obeying natural laws. These
teachings contrast with human systems that often encourage competition and domination. Bagheera the
panther teaches courage, independence, and responsibility. He guides Mowgli through difficult
situations and helps him understand the complexities of jungle life. Together, Baloo and Bagheera

demonstrate that nature is a source of wisdom capable of shaping ethical behaviour. Ecocritically, these
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lessons reveal that morality is not exclusive to human civilization. The jungle possesses its own ethical
system based on balance and mutual respect. By learning from nature, Mowgli becomes a more
responsible and compassionate individual.

One of the most important environmental themes in The Jungle Book is the concept of the Law of the
Jungle. Contrary to popular misconceptions, the law does not represent chaos or violence. Instead, it
functions as a code that maintains ecological harmony. Every species in the jungle has specific
responsibilities and boundaries. Predators hunt for survival rather than pleasure. Animals respect
territorial limits and avoid unnecessary destruction. This system ensures the stability of the ecosystem.
Environmentalism emphasizes sustainable coexistence, and the Law of the Jungle embodies this
principle. The law teaches that individual survival depends on collective balance. When creatures
violate ecological boundaries, disorder follows. Mowgli's success in the jungle results from his
willingness to understand and respect these laws. Nature saves him because he adapts to its rhythms
rather than attempting to control them. Kipling thus suggests that humanity can thrive only when it
recognizes its place within the broader ecological community.

Throughout the novel, Kipling contrasts the jungle with human society. Surprisingly, the jungle often
appears more just and compassionate than civilization. Human communities frequently exhibit fear,
prejudice, and greed. Mowgli experiences rejection and misunderstanding from human beings, despite
belonging biologically to their species. The jungle animals, however, judge him according to his actions
rather than his appearance. This contrast challenges anthropocentric assumptions about human
superiority. Environmental thinkers argue that modern civilization often alienates people from nature,
leading to ecological destruction and spiritual emptiness. Kipling anticipates this concern by portraying
the jungle as a place of belonging and harmony. Nature becomes a refuge from the failures of human
society. The jungle provides Mowgli with identity, community, and purpose. It saves him not only from
physical danger but also from emotional isolation.

Mowgli's survival depends on his ability to understand natural systems. He learns animal languages,
seasonal patterns, hunting practices, and ecological relationships. This knowledge allows him to
navigate dangers and maintain harmony with other species. Environmentalism emphasizes the
importance of ecological literacy—the understanding of how ecosystems function. Mowgli exemplifies
this principle. His success results not from technological power but from environmental awareness.
Kipling suggests that true strength comes from cooperation with nature rather than domination over it.

Mowgli survives because he respects ecological knowledge and recognizes his dependence on the
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environment. This message remains relevant today, as environmental crises such as climate change,
deforestation, and biodiversity loss demonstrate the consequences of ignoring ecological principles.
Nature also saves humanity by shaping personal identity. Mowgli's character develops through his
interactions with animals and the environment. The jungle teaches him courage, empathy, resilience,
and self-discipline. Unlike conventional educational systems, nature provides experiential learning.
Mowgli learns through observation, participation, and adaptation. These experiences help him develop
a balanced sense of self. Eco-critics argue that human identity is inseparable from environmental
relationships. Mowgli's story supports this view. His personality emerges through his connection with
the jungle, demonstrating that nature contributes significantly to human development. By forming
Mowgli's identity, nature becomes a creative force that nurtures human potential.

The environmental message of The Jungle Book remains highly relevant in the twenty-first century.
Modern societies face unprecedented ecological challenges, including climate change, habitat
destruction, pollution, and species extinction. These problems often arise from the belief that humans
are separate from and superior to nature. Kipling's novel offers an alternative perspective. It portrays
nature as a partner rather than a resource to be exploited. The jungle's protection of Mowgli illustrates
humanity's dependence on healthy ecosystems. Environmentalism encourages sustainable living and
ecological responsibility. The Jungle Book reinforces these values by demonstrating that human
survival and well-being are closely connected to environmental health. The novel reminds readers that
protecting nature ultimately means protecting humanity itself.

An ecocritical reading of Rudyard Kipling's The Jungle Book reveals that nature functions as a powerful
saviour of humanity. Through the protection, education, and guidance provided to Mowgli, the novel
demonstrates the nurturing potential of the natural world. The wolves save his life, Baloo and Bagheera
teach him essential values, and the Law of the Jungle provides a framework for ecological harmony.
Kipling challenges anthropocentric assumptions by portraying nature as a source of wisdom, morality,
and survival. The novel suggests that humans flourish when they respect environmental laws and
recognize their interconnectedness with other living beings. In an age of ecological crisis, The Jungle
Book continues to offer a valuable environmental lesson: nature does not merely sustain life—it saves
it.
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