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Abstract
This article focuses the life and legacy of Sheikh Moinuddin Chishti Ajmiri, a prominent Sufi saint
whose spiritual and reformative endeavours left an indelible mark on Indian society. It explores his
lineage, spiritual training, and migration to Ajmer, where he played a pivotal role in spreading
Islam through peaceful and inclusive means. The study highlights his transformative impact on the
social, cultural, and religious fabric of India, emphasizing his teachings of humility, generosity,
and spiritual devotion. The research further delves into the Sheikh’s role in challenging entrenched
societal norms, including caste discrimination, and fostering a sense of equality and harmony
among diverse communities. By analysing his profound influence on the Chishti order and his
successors, the study sheds light on the spiritual, ethical, and political dimensions of his mission.
The enduring relevance of his teachings in contemporary society, particularly in promoting
interfaith dialogue and communal peace, underscores his monumental contribution to Indian
history. The methodology adopted is qualitative. The primary data was collected through original
texts. Secondary data were obtained from related books, and scholarly works and data were
analysed. The study concluded that Sheikh Moinuddin Chishti Ajmiri played a pivotal role in
spreading Islam in India, earning the titles “Heir of the Prophet in India and Sultan of India” due
to the numerous conversions inspired by his teachings.
Key Words: Chishti, Ajmiri, India, Islamic, Spiritual.
Introduction
Sufi thought, encompassing asceticism, Sufism, and the spiritual path has been a topic of
debate and intellectual evolution throughout history. It is worth noting that the debate about this
t is related to Islam. Most thought has always revolved around the extent to which Sufi though
an and the hadiths ’scholars believe that Sufi thought derives its origins from the verses of the Qur
of the Prophet and they deduce from this its legitimacy.Sheikh Moinuddin Chishti Ajmiri was
an and the hadiths’ine in Sufism were based on the Quramong them, and his path and doctr have
learned from the pages of Indian history that it was in dire need of a great reformer to change the
harsh critical conditions in various fields. At this favorable opportunity our God sent the hero of
story, Sheikh Khaja Moinuddin Chishti Ajmeri (May Allah have mercy on him)who eradicated ,
the corrupt and false beliefs, customs and rituals and spread the true beliefs, customs and good
rituals. *
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India at that time was suffering from difficult social and religious conditions that required profound
The country was witnessing the spread of beliefs and customs that were not in .reform intervention
to the spread of corruption and deviations in line with the correct religious principles, which led

society.At this critical juncture, the reform efforts were marked by the emergence of a prominent
figure Sheikh Khaja Moinuddin Chishti Ajmer, who is considered one of the most prominent

ory of Indiareformers in the hist.At this critical juncture, the reform efforts were marked by the
figure Sheikh Khaja Moinuddin Chishti Ajmeri who is considered one emergence of a prominent
of the most prominent reformers in the history of India.

1. Religion and Politics in India During the thirteenth Century, Khaliq Ahmad Nizami, Oxford
Publication, p: 71
Sheikh Moinuddin was entrusted with the radical reform mission of removing the corrupt beliefs
were deeply rooted in society and promoting and spreading correct beliefs and and customs that
sound religious practices.correct the religious and moral course -This reform was necessary to re
of India ntribute to by presenting a model of sound morality and religiosity, which would co
rebuilding society on sound foundations, and promoting Islamic values.
His Noble Name and Lineage:
He is Sheikh Khaja Muinuddin bin Sayyid Ghiyathuddin Hassan bin Khawaja Kamaluddin bin

Sayyid Ahmad Husayn bin Sayyid Najmuddin Tahir bin Sayyid Abdul Aziz bin Sayyid Ibrahim
-Muhammad al Sadiq bin Sayyid-far al’Kadhim bin Sayyid Ja-bin Sayyid Idris bin Sayyid Musa al
Abidin bin Sayyid Husayn bin the Commander of the Faithful Ali bin -Baqir bin Sayyid Zayn al
Abi Talib. ( May Allah be pleased with each one of them).!

Wara whose name -s side, he is the son of Bibi Umm al’As for his lineage on his mother
Malik the daughter of Sayyid Dawud, the son of -was Mah Noor and whose nickname was Khas al
ayyid Ruhi, the Hanbali, the son of our Sayyid Yahya Zahid, the son of our S-Sayyid Abdullah al
son of our Sayyid Dawud, the son of our Sayyid Musa II, the son of our Sayyid Abdullah II, the
Mahd, the son of our Sayyid -Jun, the son of our Sayyid Abdullah al-son of our Sayyid Musa al
son of the Commander of the Faithful Muthanna, the son of our Sayyid Hasan, the-Hasan al, Ali
bin Abi Talib ( May Allah be pleased with each one of them).?

1. Ajmeerul Qudus, Zubairi Mohamed Khadim Hasan Minul Arwah, p: 04.
2.Previous Source.
father's side and Hassani on his mother's side His incage He is Husseini on his (May Allah
be pleased with him ) meets the lineage of the great Sheikh, the greatest helper, Sheikh Abdul
Jilani-Jilani, may God sanctify his precious secret; this is because al-Qadir al (May Allah be
pleased with him ), ,Hanbali-is the son of the son of Sheikh Abdullah al (May Allah be pleased
with him) Jishti-Din al-in al’and the mother of Sheikh Mu (May Allah be pleased with him)
Hanbal-al is the daughter of the son of Sheikh Abdullahi. So, Mother of J-Alishti is the sister of
Jilani-Sheikh Alfrom his uncle’s side. It became clear to us from what was mentioned that his
lineage was one of the most honorable lineages, as he was connected to the Master of the Prophets,
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our Prophet Muhammad (May Allah Bless on Him)and to the Master of the Sheiks Abdul
Jilani-Qadir al (May Allah be pleased with Him)-What a dignity and what an honor! Ghiyath al
was one of the perfect sheikhs -his father -Din Ahmad .
He had seen most of the great sheikhs of his time and died in the year 552H. His shrine is
one of the gates of Baghdad -Sham -connected to Bab al,He wasvisited by the elite and the
common people, and His students most seek his blessings .
birth His blessed:

He is the Sheikh of Sheikhs, the King of Sheikhs, the Sultan of the Ascetics, the Model of
the One who has reached the destination, the Pole of theSheiks, the Sheikh of Islam, the Heir of
the Messenger of Allah (with May Allah be pleased them) in India.

1. Assheikh Moinuddin Chishti alAjmeri hayatuhu wa dawatuhu wa aatharuh, Professor Mustafa
Muhyiddin Al-Hidawi Al-Aroori Al-Mallabar.p:37

The knower of Almightyhighest levels of conduct and the one who has reached the ,
knowledge, the ascetic worshipper, the generous and noble, the supporter of the religion and faith,
-Sajzi, then al-our master and guide, our Master Sheikh Moinuddin Chishti alAjmiri (May Allah
be pleased with them)st mercy, and bestow upon us his blessings and bounties always with a va
and forever. Sheikh Moinuddin Chishti is one of the prominent figures of the Sunnis and the most
prominent Sufis, following the Chishti school of thought and the Hanafi school of thought, as
that he is ”Hanafiyya-Hadaiq al“Jahlami indicated in his book -wlawi Faqir Muhammad alMa

among the Hanafis.!

The Sheikh was born in 537Sajz and from here -AH in "Sijistan", which the Arabs call Al
Sajzi". It is worth noting that some people make a mistake in pronunciation -came his lineage "Al
Iran", " Sanjari", and Sijistan is part of "Khorasan", and most of it is currently located in-and say "Al
while part of it extends to "Afghanistan.When the Sheikh was fifteen years old, his father died

leaving him an orchard and a mill, on which he depended for his livelihood for a period of time.?
His Affiliation with the Chishti Sufi Tradition:
Ajmiri, and the -Sajzi, the birthplace of al-Chishti, the mashrab of al-Din al-He is Mu'in al
Jashti, with a broken Persian jim is pronounced close to "tash" and a silent -Jashti. Al-residence of al
near Herat in Afghanistan shin, in reference to Jasht, a famous city located.In this city, the Chishti
Ajmiri belongs. The founder of the -Din al-sheikhs spread their method, to which Sheikh Mu'in al
Chishti method was Shami-Sheikh Abu Ishaq al (May Allah have mercy him).

1. Assheikh Moinuddin Chishti alAjmeri hayatuhu wa dawatuhu wa aatharuh, Professor, Mustafa
Muhyiddin Al-Hidawi Al-Aroori Al-Mallabar.p:38

2. History of Sufism in India, Rizvi Syed Athar Abbas, p:113 (1)

Shah Wali Ullah Dahlawi said “The word Jasht was used by people with a kasra on the Persian
Sajzi is derived -jim, but Mulla Abdul Ghafoor Lari pronounced it with a fatha. Persian Gym Al
from Sajz, with a kasra on the first letter, a sukoon on the second, and a zay at the end, a name.
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known country on the outskirts of Khorasan, and the relative pronoun for Sijizi-ijistan is a wellS,
theSheik (May Allah be pleased with him) was born there”.!

The Onset of Devotion to Spiritual Sufism:

Some sources tell the story of his turning to religious education and spiritual Sufism.It is
said that one day he was in the garden he inherited from his father when a righteous man named
Qandouzi came to him-Sheikh Ibrahim al.Din welcomed him warmly and -Sheikh Muin al
then took something out ,Qandouzi took the grapes-presented him with a bunch of grapes Sheikh al
Din. As soon as the Sheikh ate it, his vision -of his pocket, chewed it and gave it to Sheikh Muin al
.of the world changed and horizons opened up before him with divine lights.
elf to God Almighty. Although the author of He left the world and renounced it and devoted hims .
did not go into the details of this story, he pointed to the great transformation “Khawatir-Nuzhat al*
s life, as he mentioned that the Sheikh left his property and real estate and *Din-in Sheikh Muin al
where he memorized the Holy Quran and studied knowledge, then ,”Samarkand“to traveled
continued his travels to other countries in search of knowledge and spiritual behavior. 2

1. Intibaaz fi Asalis AwliyaAllah, Shah waliullah AlDehlawi translated by Muhammad Farooq -
Qadri Pakistan, p-Al:197

2.Din Chishti-Shah Moin al , Babu Lal ,Manshi Noul Kashur Proceedings, p: 40.

His Early Nurturing in the Domain of Sufism:

-way there, he met Sheikh Al Sajzi left Samarkand and headed to Iraq. On his-Sheikh Al
Harouni in the Harun region of the outskirts of Nisafor. He pledged allegiance -Khawaja Othman Al
at his noble hand and stayed with him for a long time, some of his biographers estimate it to be
that Sheikh :”Akhbar-Akhbar Al“and ~Awliya-Seer Al“d in twenty. A year and it was mentione

-Khawaja Uthman Al-Jishti spent twenty years in the company of Sheikh Al-Din Al-in AI’'Mu

Harouni, never leaving him in his presence or when he was traveling, carrying his belongings on
serving him without fatigue or boredom and with all effort and sincerity his head, and.He poured
out on him all the knowledge and understanding. Hehad and honored him with the license and
succession.*

Basri, and it -Hasan Al-Sajzi connected to is linked to Sheikh Al-This good chain that Al
Shami, a resident of the -Khawaja Ishaq Al-Jashtiyya in reference to Sheikh Al-is known as Al
jzi benefited greatly Sa-Sheikh Al “Herat.“province, which is located in Khorasan, near “Jasht®
Harouni in his journey to the levels -Khawaja Othman Al-during his companionship with Sheikh Al
of Sufism. He also met with him many honorable sheikhs, and obtained bounties and blessings in
ncluding Sistan, Damascus, Osh, Badakhshan, several countries of the Islamic homeland, i

”Sistan,“Syustani in -Din Muhammad Al-Baghdad, Mecca, and Medina. He met Sheikh Sadr Al
Harouni for a few days-and stayed with him and his Sheikh Al.-He also visited Sheikh Baha Al
us people, benefiting from them and receiving blessings from them Awshi and other righteo-Din Al
Harouni, which brought him to higher levels in the field of -in the company of his Sheikh Al

knowledge and behavior.?
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1. Previous Source

2. Religion and Politics in India During the thirteenth Century, Khaliq Ahmad Nizami,
p: 116

His Disciples and Successors:

Many people converted to Islam and repented at his hands, and took his allegiance, and
his successors were many, their list is long, including, for example: his successor in the Indian
Kaaki, and -capital, Delhi, the pole of poles, His Eminence Sheikh Khwaja Qutbuddin Bakhtiyar al
uddin, and others. It is worth mentioning that he Naghuri, and Sheikh Wajih-Sheikh Hamiduddin al
gave his succession to his son, His Eminence Sayyid Fakhruddin as well. It was said that he gave
his succession to his daughter Hafizah Jamal, and there is no doubt that this is a false and
port, as it is not permissible for a woman to assume the leadership of the sheikhdomunbelievable re

1

His precaution in worship and worldly affairs :

He was a pious, devout, ascetic worshipper who slept only a little at nightHe used to pray

the dawn prayer after the evening ablution, and he continued to maintain this auspicious habit.
About sixty years old, and he was content with a little livelihood. He would eat bread soaked in
d his clothes were covered in patches. May Allah have water that had been around for a week, an

mercy on him.” He used to recite the entire Quran twice, once during the day and once at night .
He spent his entire life loving Allah the Almighty and His Messenger combining knowledge and
llowing the paths of conduct and knowledge, being patient, humble, generous and kind. action, fo
It is said that in his corner there was a kitchen of good things for the poor and needy. He used to
ualities, Allah will make Harouni: Whoever has three g-say, quoting his Sheikh, Khwaja Uthman Al

him one of His saints: Generosity like the sea.humility like the earth and compassion like the sun.?

1. Assheikh Moinuddin Chishti alAjmeri hayatuhu wa dawatuhu wa aatharuh, Professor, Mustafa
Muhyiddin Al-Hidawi Al-Aroori Al-Mallabar.p: 62.

2. Previous Source, p:63

3. Ajmer al-Quds, Zubayri Muhammad Khadim Hasan Mu’in al- Arwah, p:50

His Role in Islamic Scholarship and Spiritual Guidance:

His valuable sayings, words and advice are a published collection known among scholars,
compiled and arranged by one of his closest successors, Qutb ”The Guide of the Gnostics,“called
Kaaki-Din Bakhtiyar al-Islam Sheikh Qutb al-al.

ed it inHe start514 AH before his auspicious arrival in India. It includes 12sessions. The
And it was published . The .collection was composed in Persian but was translated into Urdu
els of sciences, Sajzi are an ocean of knowledge, containing pearls and jew-sayings of Sheikh Al
. wisdom, secrets of the path, truth, behavior, knowledge of God, invocations, and other things
Many of his sayings were mentioned in the books of notables and biographies. It was mentioned in
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e signs of knowledge of God is that The servant that he used to say: Among th ”Awliya-Seer Al*
distances himself from creation and always maintains silence.

He used to say that it is a sign of a true lover that he always surrenders himself to the obedience
of God Almighty, and he must always fear being expelled from The presence of God Almighty.
gdoings and then hope to be a And one of the signs of misery is to be immersed in sins and wron

servant close to God.

He said: Whoever wants to be saved from the torment of the Day of Resurrection, let him
perform the best acts of worship. It was said: What are they? He said: Relieving the distressed,
e needs of the wretched, and feeding the hungry. He said: Whoever has three qualities, fulfilling th
know that he is one of the friends of God: generosity like the sea, compassion like the sun, and
humility like the earth. !

1. Assheikh Moinuddin Chishti alAjmeri hayatuhu wa dawatuhu wa aatharuh, Professor, Mustafa
Muhyiddin Al-Hidawi Al-Aroori Al-Mallabar.p: 92

Exploring Ajmer: A Renowned City in India:

geographically, politically and religiously Ajmer was a dangerous town . Geographically, it
was a mountainous region, adjacent to Delhi, the capital of India, and what is adjacent has a status
nt than it; that is not the same as what is not. Politically, it was like the capital, or more importa
because King Bathura, who ruled both Delhi and Ajmer, was from it, and therefore this town was
under his special care, a political center. Religiously, Ajmer was considered a stronghold of Hindus;
of Rajputs who because it was home to most of the upper castes theyare supposed to rule the
country, according to Hindu beliefs.

The upper classes of Hindus are the ones who claim leadership in Hinduism due to the
distinction and differentiation between classes. It is strange that this thing, which was a source of
as it was exploited by Muslim ,pride for Hinduism, was at the same time a source of weakness in it
preachers called for equality and the rejection of discrimination. In any case, the Sheikh chose this
town as his home, despite its dangerous situation and rugged paths, to transform it into an Islamic
dquarters, and a base of security and peace from which Islam would spread center, a spiritual hea
throughout all of India. He crossed the western borders and reached it before India was conquered.

Ghouri-Din al-At the hands of King Shihab al . 2
His Succession: A Religious Transition in the Hindu Stronghold of India:

This is what historians agreed upon, but they differed on the manner and time of the journey,
as opinions conflicted. What most of his translators confirmed is that he came to Ajmer during the

time of Bathora Rai, the king of Ajmer.®

1. “Sheikh Moinuddin Al-Jishti Al-Ajmiri, His Life, Call and Works”, Professor - Mustafa
Muhyiddin Al-Hidawi Al-Aroori Al-Mallabar, p: 93

2. Previous Source, p: 95

3. Ajmer al-Quds, Zubayri Muhammad Khadim Hasan Mu’in al- Arwah, p:75
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researcher Abdul by the scholar and ”Akhyar-Akhbar Al“It was stated in Muhaddith -Haqq Al
Dahlawi. Sheikh Chishti came to Ajmer during the time of Bathura Rai and engaged in -Al
worship. Whatever the case, the efforts of Sheikh Ajmeri transformed India from a land of
o a land of Islam and Muslims. Islam began to creep into disbelief and a stronghold of polytheism t
the cities and villages and spread throughout India, and the ropes of disbelief and polytheism in

this country began to be cut off little by little, and it became The word of God is supreme. !

s high ambition and strong spirituality did not only play a role in the ’Sajzi-So, Sheikh Al
conquest of Ajmer, but he is credited with the conquest of all of India and the establishment of the
firm faith, and determination as firm as ,pillars of Islam there. Had it not been for his strong will
mountains, India would not have seen the light of Islam, nor would security and peace have spread.
India would have remained as it was in its old days, when its Hindu people would burn wives with

they died. However, Islam is what spread throughout the country their husbands if.so love and
harmony prevailed, and an atmosphere of friendliness and respect prevailed. People became
class brothers among themselves, as if they were the teeth of a comb. Racial discrimination and
differences were eliminated, extremism was rejected, and moderation prevailed in thought and
s civilizational advancement and to becoming acquainted with the *behavior, which led to India
and construction, all thanks to the ,manifestations of progress in all fields of science, knowledge
Muslims who came to them with material and moral treasures that India had not seen before.?

1.Din Chishti-Shah Moin al , Proceedings Manshi Noul Kashur, Babu Lal p: 83
2. Previous Source p; 96
India became a new center for Islam and Muslims, and Delhi began to threaten to become the
new capital of Islam, and to replace Baghdad if it was taken from the Muslims, as the bright Arab
Islamic minds began to move to it from Baghdad and the Islamic cities, fleeing the attacks of the
ding scholars, thinkers, and Sufi preachers, who, when they came Tatars. An elite headed to it, inclu
to India, brought their noble sciences, their bright ideas, their abundant cultures, their ideal and
or to virtuous morals, and their eternal and beneficial civilization, which made India a success
Baghdad and Damascus over the years.
The Demise of the Sheikh:
Marjab, in the year-He died on Monday, the sixth of Rajab al 633AH, and he was 96years
-Akhbar al“Muhaqqiq in -old at the time, according to the popular opinion, as stated by Sheikh al
extracted the date of his death from the word “Aqtab-Seer al“Likewise, the author of ”Akhbar.
All those who wrote his biography “d: Asfiya sai-Aftab, King of Hind The author of Khazinat al*
agree that he died on Monday, the 6Marjab, in the year-th of Rahab al 633 AH asfor the author
he preferred another date saying: If the Sheikh arrived in Ajmer in the year “Bazm Sufiyya,“of
588 his death was in AH, this means that 633AH and he was ninety years old at the time, and the
duration of his residence in Ajmer was 39years. Likewise, all those who wrote his biography
The beloved of*“agree that it appeared on his forehead after his death, engraved: Almighty passed
away in the love of Allah”. Its scene in Ajmer in the Indian state of Rajasthan is famous, as Muslims
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and others from different religions visit it throughout the years to seek blessings and remembrance
arts of people, Muslims and otherswhich indicates its great status in the he.’

1. Nubdha hayaat al'iimam alkabir shiek al'lslam sultan alhind Moinuddin Chishti Ajmeri,
Professor Dr. Anwar Ahmad Khan al-Baghdadi, P:19
Conclusion

The life and contributions of Sheikh Moinuddin Chishti Ajmiri stand as a powerful example of
how spirituality and ethical values can bring about meaningful change. His influence on Indian
society went far beyond religion, impacting its social and cultural aspects profoundly. By
embodying qualities such as humility, compassion, and inclusiveness, he challenged deep-rooted
caste inequalities and encouraged harmony among diverse groups. His teachings, rooted in the
Quran and Prophetic traditions, emphasized the importance of unity and coexistence, values that
remain essential in today’s world of social and religious challenges. His efforts helped establish a
strong spiritual tradition while enriching India’s multicultural identity.

Sheikh Moinuddin’s legacy lives on through the Chishti Sufi Order and its successors, whose
teachings continue to inspire people worldwide. His transformation of Ajmer into a spiritual center
highlights his significant role in spreading Islam across the Indian subcontinent. Today, his shrine
is not just a place of pilgrimage but a symbol of respect and unity, visited by people of different
faiths. Sheikh Moinuddin’s life reminds us that true leadership is found in serving others, fostering
peace, and upholding moral principles, leaving a timeless legacy that transcends borders and
generations.
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